
._-. - 07/14/2004 08:21 FAX 
-,-- -.-..--. 

July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal CommUnications Commission 
445 12dl street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE- WC DOOM NO. 03-133 

The FCC should not impose new a q s  charges and fws upon lubpoid calling cards. lfyou 
move to i n m e  the cost of these cards, you wii  simply drive up the cost for mincqity or 
disadvantngtd individuals to stay in touch in thair 

The Latino community is partiC;ularly sensitive to my price hxea!m f o r p p a i d  calling cards; 
approximatedy 43% of Latino households we tbam. Mad, bnlfd.the housaholds with incomas 
below $20,000 have used prepaid d. Pm+dd calling cards are so prewald in part becaw 

' 

they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fbd ped low incame con~ulllers bostage, we should 
not be Eaoed with rising telephone service rcogts as well. In particular, many low;.income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend cratirtly upon prepaid Service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit rcquitr;mentS thM ld phm8 c m p d e s  insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumcr~ man make calls h m  payphones or the telephones 
of family membm and neighbors. We can use there cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appoiutments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose n w  chugea and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the l&gest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for CopIIumer bntereats o w r  corporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

ccs: cbmmissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernatby 
Commissioner Kevin Martin . 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washmgton, DC 20554 
445 12th s m  s.y- 

RE WC DocketNO. 03-133 

Chairman Powell; 

The FCC should not impose new accqs charges and fees upon prepgd calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of tbese cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communitieS. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling wds are sa prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fvred and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service wsts as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who ate on fmed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they canaot 
meet the credit rating or hem deposit requiremmts that local phone companies insist upon More 
gettinp a phone. With prepaid cards, consimers can make calls h m  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC sbould stand up for consumer i n k d  over eoiporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid d i n g  cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

CCS: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 

Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

~ Commissioner Kevin Martin 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 

.. 

445 12th s m  S.W. 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fee on prepaid callbg card 
service. 

Minorities, low-income f d i c s ,  senior citizens, hi&rants ,  coliege mudents and militslry 
families rely upon calling card services for a uan'ety ofneeds. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone ' 
servim. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay Connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable bousmg, make a .doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and fn'ends. These cards of€= convenience and predictable cost, as 
thereare no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literaUy 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling ca~ds are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireIess telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
'mmpahies while the burden would fall squarely upon those copsumers that can least &rd to 
bcarit. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase @e per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefii tatino and other communities gdn 
from thcse services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these servkes we not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

I ccs: Commissioner Miohad Cops  
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senatcw 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th Streeq S.W. 

R E  WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am Writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling pard 
services. 

Minorities, low-income hili=, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and militmy 
families rely upon calling card servjces far a variety ofneeds. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay B large deposit for local telephone ' 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid c a d  may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in much with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would fimnel directly to large local teIephcme 
'companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephme companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the bend% Latino end other communitiw gain 
&om these services. Please stop any effort to mise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exohitant new access chargm and other fees. ' 

Sincucly, &- 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathltwr Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Mertin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new awes charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or , .. disadvantaged individuals to stay m touch in their colmrrrrrmfi a. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase fm pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepid cards. Prepaid calling car& are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

Withgas and milk prices alteady holding fixed and Iow income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone d o e  costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fmed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit ratmg or hefly deposit requirexnents that Id phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls fiom payphones or the tel~phoncs 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these wds to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appohtments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new c h q &  and fecs on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telepbone companies would be the !west beneficiaries of such 
charges. "be FCC should stand up for wnsnmer interests over carporate gain by keeping 
affordable prkpid calling cards a priority. 

ccs: cammissioner Michael cdgps 
Commissioner Katblem AIxmathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathm Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th SlIeet, S.W. 
Washington, 20554 

RE: W C  DocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost fbr minority oi 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch m th& communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for' prepaid calling cards, 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cads are so prevaleat in part because 
they save consumers money. 

Witb gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be k e d  with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-incane 
households who are on fmed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumm can make calls frm payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We c m  use these cards to stay " c o m ~  as w e  look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appohlments that we all have. 

I simply frnd it.unima@mble that the FCC would impose new charges and fecs on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest eeficiaries of such, 
charges. The FCC should stand up for cowumer interests over &n'pOmte gain by keeping 
affordable prepslid Caning cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Cornmissicmw Jonathan Adelstein 
SWtltiX 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairrtian Michael PowelI 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W.. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and hes upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost ofthese cards, you wiU simpIy drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is padcularly sensitive to any price increase for p p a i d  calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the housholds with incomes 
below $20,000 bave used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low hcome consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising teIephaxlc service costs as weAl. In parti~ular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or he& deposit requirements that l o d  phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. Witb prepaid cards, consumers am make calls h x n  payphones or the telephones 
of h i l y  members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "oonnected" as we look fix 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedde many of &e other daily appointments that we all.have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fkes on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC s h o d  strrnd up for consumer interests over cowrate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid d i n g  cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

' 

CCS: L & L %  J mmrssioner Michael Copps /Wd 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Rtvm M h  . 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications, Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 ' 

445 12th street, S.W. . 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 
j . e  

Dear Chairman Powell: ' 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, fiom looking for a job or affordable housing to hying in _' 

iouch with family and &ends- But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would intFoduce' 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately h&mg millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide, 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying %-state" access ckges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card seryjces. Marry Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessbity to subsorile to local 
telephone service, rely upon tliese prepaid calling quds to stay connebid at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a.result, prepaid callhg cards are the only bptian available - Without them, many consumers 
could, quite Ijterally, be left Witbout access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will d M y  harm individuals who can least a o r d  prick increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substanfial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying tbe utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephoae companies to collect such charges, wen when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fws' on prepaid calling card 
services, 

Sincerely, - 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Cqmmissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

*. 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Pomll 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their cammunities. 

The Latino community is partjculatly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the housebolds with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding f ied and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well, In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service. because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone compauies insist u p  before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls 5om payphones or the tclephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay ''ccom~'' as we look fbr 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appoinmeneS that we all have. 

I simply fiad it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest Weficides of such 
charges. The FCC should siand up for consumer interests over cbiporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid d i n g  carda a priori@. 

Sincerely, a !  lqL.&&d 
CGS: Commissioner Michael Cops 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstgin 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  DocketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many eveq day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in ,' 
touch with family and friends. But pending before tht FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fMs upon services upon which we depen4 immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

J understand that ihe FCC is considering applying %-state" access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, p~-cularly those on fried incomes or those 
establishing a credit hisiary, bank accounts and other mems necessary to subsm-be to local 
telephone senrice, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affbrdable rqtes. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a r ~ l t ,  prepaid calling cards arc the only option avaiIable -without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be lefi without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can lead af€iid price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, l o d  
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling CaTd to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these senrices substslntially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Sincerely, 

CCS: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
senatcrr 
Senator 
Congressperson 



07/14/2004 08:19 FAX 
----.- 

- - - - -  

@I 005/036 

July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees uppn p p a i d  calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up rhe cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuaIs to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino cornmun;ty is particularly sensitive to any price increase for prepaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, hatf of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are so prevalent in part becam 
they save consumen money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fmed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In @culm, many low-income 
households who are on &ed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or he@ deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getthg a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the tdcphones 
of family members and neighbors. We can Use these cards to stay reconnected" as we look far 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other d d y  appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new char& and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries o f  such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for conmmer interests Over coiporate gain by keeping 
afTordnbie prepaid d i n g  eards a priority- 

ccs: Commissioner M i c h i  cop& 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Codssioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE; WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of tbese cards, you will simply drive up the cost fix minority or 
disadvdaged individuals to stay 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indee4, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent m part because 
they save consumers money. 

touch in thsir communities., 

With gas and milk prices already holdkg fucd and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be med with rising telephone sewice custs as wcll. In padcular, many low-income 
households who are on fmed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid Service because they CiIIltlof 
meet &e credit rating or hefty deposit requirerneuts that local phone companies insist upon befbre 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls &om payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We c8n. use these cards to stay “ca~actcd” as w e  look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest ieIephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of. such 
charges. The FCC should s h d  up for collrsnmer interesclr over &porate gain by keepiug 
aflordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: commis$ioner Michael C O ~ S  
Commissioaer Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan ‘Adelstein 
Senator 
S&la.tCN 
Congress penon 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
,Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fkes upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

me Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for prepaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 bave used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent m part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone Seryice costs as well. In partjcular, m y  low-income 
households who are on fd incomes depend entirely upan prepaid &OB because tbay cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements h t  local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumen can make calls fiom payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connecttd" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries ofsuch 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over CoipOrate gain by keephg 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority- 

sincere€y, I 

c y  Commissioner Michael Cops 
Commissioner Kathleen Abeinethy 
Commissioam Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Pawell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or . 

disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in th& communities. 

The Latino commu&y is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and law income consumers hostage, w e  should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well, In particular, many low-income 
households who are on f=ed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or h e  deposit requirements that 1 0 4  phone coqanieS insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls &om payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "~onnected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt far houses, or schedule many of the otbq daily appoinlmmts that we all bave. 

' 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and h s  on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies wodd be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC rhodd stand up for consumer interests Over kiporate galin by keeping 
affordable p r e p d  calling cards a riority. 2 

Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernatby 
Commissioner K a i n  Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adel& 
Senator 7 Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Fedclml Communications Commission 

Washhgton, DC 20554 
445 12th StrccG S.W. 

RE: WC Dwkt No. 03-133 

cwman Powell: 

Tbe FCC ebould not impom new a m +  c h g e s  and ftes upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost ofthese cards, you will simply drive up B e  cost fbr minori~ or 
disadvantaged individuale to stay in touch m their coxumunitiee. 

The Latino communi@ is particularly sensitive to any prJcG increase for prepaid calling cuds: 
approximately 43% of Latho households use them. Indoad, hrlfof the households with humrnes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. b p a i d  calling Gards ate SO prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas aad milk prices already holding fixed and low incoaaC consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising ttlcphoae Sentjot oosts es well, br Prticutar, many low-income 
housaholdswho gie w fixad inoomes depcnd~tis8lyllp~wrppd Servioebecausethey cannat 
meet the d t  rating or hefty deposit reqdmu- that looll phone companies insist u p  befare 
getting a phone. With prepaid CBTdS, COW+UUWS can mdpc or3lo payghones or the telephbnes 
of h a y  members and neighbors, We cau wc tbwc cad6 to 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule mimy of tbe athet dn@ epphtmsta that wt all have. 

'LoOSloectd' as we look for 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would hpom new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be drc h p s t  benefidark of such 
charges. The FCC sbonld sbmd PP for consumer €8- over co+omtc gain by keeping 
&fordable prepaid calling cards a pdorfty. 

n 

,/ W 

Michiid Cow 
X(atb1een A h -  

Commissioner Kmh Martia 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Commun icalions Commission 
445  12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunjcations services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to stayhig in 
touch with €amily and friends. But p e n d q  before. the FCC is a proposal that wouJd introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming milIions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

1 understand that the FCC is considering applying ‘in-state” access charges and other fees w 
certain prepaid calling card seruices. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and d e r  means necessary to subscnie to local 
telephone scwjce, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay comected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be lea witbout access to telephone sewice. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will dtectly ham individuals who can least afford priw increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would mount to a substantial increase in the cost o f  prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the hge, looal 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these sewices substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and rehe lo impose new access cbarges and fees on prepaid d i n g  card 
services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Cornmissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator, 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th S- S.W. 

RE: WC Do~ketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid d h g  cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino cornmunjty is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Xndeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards- Re-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

Witb gas and milk prices already holding fared and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fried incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they carmot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon Wore 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls h m  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these ca~ds to stay “conaected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

1 simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges i-md fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over co+ratc gain by keeping 
afXordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

r n G e  
ccs: Commissioner Michael cdpps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch m their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% o f  Latino bouseholds use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have u s d  prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low inmme consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In pdcular, many low-income 
households who are on fbscd incomes depend entirely upon prepaid ScIyice bcausc they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls firom payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as w e  look fix 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the othq daily appointmeats that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Soma of  the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries ofsuch 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over &!$orate gah by keeping 
affordable prepaid d i n g  cards a prhity. 

Sincerely, 

k2 

ccs: Commissioner Michhl Cop_ 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathv 

.I 

Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
4-45 12th Street., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC sbould not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you wig simply drive up the cost far minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in tbir communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
bclow~$20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save c o m e r s  money. 

With gas and miIk  ices already holding fied and low income consumers hostage, w e  should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fmed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because. they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requkements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumm can make calls &om payphones or the telephones 
of fmily members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule marry of the other daily appointmeats that we all-have. 

I simply fmd it unirnaginabk that the FCC would impose new charges h d  fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries o f  such 
charges. The FCC sbould stand up for consumer interests over eoipomte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Sincercly, 

Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathm Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
C ongressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications’ Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th str* S.W. , 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03,-133 
.i . 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority cbmmunities rely upon law-cost tel&lnmunications services to 
accomplisb many every day tasks, fiom looking for a job or firdable housing to staying in 
touch with family and friends. But pending bcforc the FCC is a proposal that would introduce’ 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately h m h g  millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees an 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed inwrnq or those 
establishing a credit himry, bank accounts and other means ntcessAry tq subscribe to local . 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling quds to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior c i t jms ,  and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone s d w .  RaiGng the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least af€ord price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would mount to a substanfial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying tbe utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect sucb charges, even wben they do not &ll the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantidy less affordabl8. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calliag card 
services, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
&issioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Comrnunicatior+ Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid CaIIing card 
semices. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services ,for a varkty of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone ' 

service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer mmdeuot and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consmers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the F,CC will do if it inflicts new "&-state" access charges 
and other fees on prepaid cards. The fkes would h e 1  directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fa11 squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bearit. 

Adding access charges to be paid to 1 0 4  telephone companies +I1 sybstantially increase the per 
minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the bcnefrts Latino and other communities gain 
h m  these seTyice~. PIease stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

as: Commissioner Michaei Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Cornmissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonatbm Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chaiman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon CalIing card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges: In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consuxner groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would b e 1  directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies bill substantially increase @e per 
minute charges on prc-paid calls, jeopardizing the k e f 7 7  TAim and other communities gain 
fiorn these services. Plebe stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 4 Z4L dy- Y 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner K & m  Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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Chairman Michad Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
serv.ices. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a vm'ety of needs. Meny of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the mews to pay a large deposit for Iocal telephone ' 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards o f h  convenience and predictable cost, 8% 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In wonomidly disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services- 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" RCCCSS charges 
and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would funnd directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burdea would fall squarely upon those consumers tbat can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges tobe paid to local telephone companies will substantially borease the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefiis Latino and other communides gain 
tiom these services. Plcasc stop my &brt to rdse rates on Amcrkxu~ consumm and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abenathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am'writing io  ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid cdling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, mllcgc students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety ofneeds. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit fix local telephone ' 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable howmg, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and fijends. These cards offer convenience and predictabIe cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these d s  increase. Prepaid calling cards me 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to r e g u h  and 
wireIess telephone servjces. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state" access charges 
and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that cau least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantidy bcrease the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing .the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on Americau consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and otber b. 

SinCenIy, 
n 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cows 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

chairman Michael Powell 
FoderaI Communications Commission 
445 12th streeq S.W. 
Washington, RC 20554 

RE: WC DQcketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you w3l simply drive up the cost fin minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch ~JI their mmmunitim. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive. to any price increase for p p a i d  calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
bdow $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fued and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particulm, many low - i nmme 
.households who are on fmed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credjt rating or hefty deposit requirements that local pbone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumem can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. W e ' m  use these cards to stay u c o m c ~  as wc look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appojntments that w e  all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and b s  on these d s .  
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficides of such 
charges. Tbe FCC should stmd up for consumer interex& over &ipOrate gain by keeping 
ajTonlable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

-&I;+& p N 4 L . l S . 5 ;  

ccs: Commissioner Micbad 2 
Commissjoner Kaihleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan 'Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 


